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case raises many important considerations, many 
} discussed elsewhere in this issue. It has, how- 
|bearings upon questions of civil liberty which 
dear to a society which takes responsibility for 
t prison for long periods of years. 
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knowledge which he held in his 
head for the longest possible 
period of time. Surely we are 
not very far removed here from 
the Man in the Iron Mask. If 
men are to be sentenced for long 


terms because they know too 
much and might in the future, 
pass on their information to 
others, then the next step is for 
the State, in self-defence, to 
increase the maximum sentence 
and silence the too knowledgable 
man for indefinite periods. And 
is it fanciful to fear that the 
next step is to liquidate the 
"dangermis” man, rather than 
imprison him? 


Finally, there is the undoubted 
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TABS FITE generous voluntary eontri- 
^ tributioGS and a weekly subscription 
of two shillings a week from the ftve- 
hundred-add families who provide the 
membership and the “material”, the Peck- 
ham Experiment has closed down for lack 
of funds. That it has continued on a 
voluntary basis for twenty-five years is 
an astonishing tribute to Pr- Scott 
Williamson and his associates and the 
member families. 

The Pcckham families are gallantly 
struggling to raise money to keep the 
Centre going, but it costs £25,000 a year 
and the annua! deficit has been £ 12,000. 
Meanwhile negotiations sire in progress 
between the promoters uf the experiment, 
the L.C.C, and the Ministry of Health, 
10 see if public funds can take over the 
running of the Centre without sacrificing 
the aims and work its founders set out 
to achieve. 

The Pioneer Health Centre set out to 
iry and define health, not in the sense 
of more freedom from obvious disease; 
but of using to the full human capacities. 
It achieved extraordinary results. Families 
achieved a poise and balance there whim 
they had not known before. Husbands 
and wives, parents and children developed 
new, freer and more responsible attunes 
towards each other- Accompanying this 
new harmony went increased zest tor Hh- 
and increased physical exuberance and 
efficiency. Pregnant women went swim¬ 
ming up till ihe day of their confinements, 
| and returned home within a few days, a 



Poetham Health Contra pholographed al night. 
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few hours almost- Children from infancy 
were able to have a social life among 
others of their own age, and had the ad¬ 
vantage of learning front those slightly 
older than themselves. Leaving contented 
kids in the Centre's nursery, mothers and 
fathers were freed to develop their own 
interests and activities without die limita¬ 
tions which do so much tu poison the 
pleasures of family life and destroy the 
affections of parents and childrcn- 

Thc Pioneer Health Centro 
w'ff.s different 

The newspapers have suggested that the 
I C C should take over the Pcckham 
Ten Lie to serve ns a model Health Centre 
under I he National Health Service. 
hJnihimi could mure completely miieon- 
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Health Centre. The proposed 
On,its would be more accurately, (hough 
u unit put Lvdv, described as Ill-Health 
Centres, while the Pioneer Centre can 
elrtiio to be the only research station into 
health ilielf . 

The L.C.C. have a good record m Lhe 
provision of & (£h»d (nnd, oh the whole, 
a socially obftseioui) hospital system lor 
London, 'tis anyone who can remember 
the old Infirmaries of the Hoard of 
Guardians will testify. Bui control from 


County Hull has also usually meant 
bureaucratic strangulation, and individual 
initiative does not tend to thrive. The 
problem at Pcckham will be to achieve 
the financial security of public control 
without the squeezing out of the Original 
imaginative aims of the founders. 

Olftciitl Recognition? 

If this can be achieved, it may be thin 
the closing of the centre as a voluntary 
institution and its re-opening with public 
ownership may represent an important 
landmark in its history. For it m&y mean 
that pubhc recognition of (he work 
achieved in the last twenty-five years has 
at last been accorded to Hr- Scott 
Williamson and his associates. 

The Beckham Experiment has received 
sufficient Lit tent ion from the advanced 
opinion of the world, that that opinion 
may aid the skill anil experience of the 
founders, to steer the™cture through the 
undoubted perils oE bureuucratic control. 

Two com I deration* ought to bc clearly 
in the minds of those who watch anxiously 
the future of the Centre. FirM, the aim 
of researching into positive health, to 
study human behaviour in conditions of 
freedom ns Scon Williamson defines the 
cask at' Human Biology. And the second 
(which really sterns from it), is that ihe 
member families shall he allowed lo fal¬ 
low their own inclinations without 
organisers or masters of ceremonies or any 
any other kind of btisybodku To refrain 
from interfering will bc the most difficult 
task uf the municipal do-gooders of the 
ICC., especially in the era of the 
Welfare St me. Clear understanding of 
ilte original aims of the Health Centre 
will be the best protection in this respect. 
And the exercise of such understanding 
will he of incalculable value in municipal 


progress. 


JH. 


“Treason doth never prosper; 
what's the reason? For if 
it prosper, none dare call tt 
treason *” 

JOHN HARINGTON. 
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Anti-Franco 


Activity 


filip thin ease gives to the Special 
Era rich, the Secret Police, the 
MAS outfit and the rest of them. 
Security* they will urge* makes 
it necessary for them to have 
still wider powers. Telephone 
tapping, censorship of letters and 
interrogations of suspects and 
their neighbours* will all in¬ 
crease, And greater resort to 
in formers and agents provac^ 
tenrs is already being urged in 
the name of "security”* 


THE I.W/W, Committee Opposing 
* Franco reports from New York that 
apposition io Secretary of State !>ean 
Achesan's proposal to restore full diplo¬ 
matic recognition to General Francisco 
Franco's regime in Spain grows steadily 
in the United States. The aid given to 
that government by Hitler and MuuoUflL 
and the spectacle of Franco following in 
their footsteps* are too recent for the 
American public to have forgotten. 


Vigilance in regard to civil 
liberties was never more needed 
than now. Once again* scientists 
should examine their consciences 
as to whether they arc right to 
give up freedom of communica¬ 
tion* 


Thousands of New Yorkers witnessed 
an impressive thrcc-day anti-Franco 
demonstration in front of the Spanish 
Consulate there on Februray S a 9 and JO, 
For two hours at noon-time each day the 
consular offices were picketed by members 
of the Industrial Workers of the World* 
the Libertarian Committee for Freedom 
in Spain, the Independent; Socialist 
League, and the Libertarian Socialist 
League. The first two organisations 
named arranged the demons Lration. 


Vivid picket signs and countless leaflets 
in both English and Spanish, handed to 
passe rsby, demanded that no American 
aid of any kind be given to the Franco 
regime. 


Must These Lights Go 

Out in Peehhum? 


The leaflets given out charged that the 
Franco government had at least 1O0,OQQ 
political prisoners, with the number grow¬ 
ing daily' that labour union members, 
Sorialists, Anarchists, Syndicalists, and 
Anti-Fascists and liberals of every shade 
there had been tortured, imprisoned for 
long terms* and many of them executed. 
"■When the Spanish people ask for 
bread,” the committees sponsoring the 
demonstrations declared, “they get bullets. 
There is complete suppression of civil 
liberties. That is hew Franco is 'saving* 
Spain.” 


Some of the signs carried by the pixels 
bore the following words: “Franco Must 
Be, Stopped 3” . . . “No Loans to Butcher 
Franco” . . “Get Rid of Franco J “ . , . 
“Mr. Acheson: American Labour Does 
Not Like Franco” . , . “There Will Be 
No Peace on Earth While Franco Rules 
Spain” . , . “Two Down, Mussolini and 
Hitter. Two to Go, Stalin and Franco” 
. . . “Solidarity With the Spanish Work¬ 
ing Class” , . . “No American Aid for 
Franco Regime” . . . Boycott All Spanish 
Products” . . . “Franco is Oppressing Ail 
Spanish Workers". 


Pro-FrancoiLes failed In two attempts 
to have the picketting stopped. 

The spokesman for the cause of free 
Spain contended that the sending of an 
Ambassador to Madrid, favoured by 
Secretary Acheson, despite his assertion 
Lhat this “would not signify approval of 
the Franco regime,” would give Franco 
moral support to which he has long since 
forfeited any possible claim because of hia 
inhuman policies. 


Readers of America's leading news 
paper, the New York Times, were re 
minded in a full-column letter from the 
national executive secretary of “Americana 
for Democratic Action”, that Secretary of 
State Acheson wrote differently about the 
•Spanish situation on May 9, 1949 wtlCQ 
he said in a public statement; 


“The Franco Government was 
established with the active support ' and 
only with the active support, of Hitler 
and Mussolini. A Government was 
established in Spain which was pa itemed 
an Lhe regimes m Italy and Germany and 
was, and is, a Fascist Government and a 
dictatorship , ” 


land of plenty 


|T was discovered on the 9th March 
that a colony of 100 poverty- 
stricken families has been starving tt> 
death in a desolate labour vamp 
1 2 miles from Phoenix* Arizona, 

The News Cftronicle reported that 
some of the children had not had a 
meal for ten days. 

“The families are migratory 
workers, who come and go in broken- 
down cars, moving to wherever ihev 
think there is a change of work in 
citrus fruit or cotton or vegetable 
fields,” 
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new book* is 


title to the volume. The 

WnJtn k , mrm *TS of H SCfiefi 


of two essays, the first of 


IS and lonpr out consists of a series 
< miouticins and reflections on subpects 
'l • .. - rtnr wh;mn The first piece 


Th 0 * Anxiety of Our Time 


10 anarchism 

Ji fritting was originally delivered as a 


wtyrt in London last winter; parts of 
t second, under the present title Cham* 
vj freedom, have been published 
separately in magazines. 

i ihc first essay. Read gives his in- 
f J,iftotion of the main existentialist 
Tonnes relating to essence, existence, 
frtedom, engagement, and the feeling of 
He compares these doctrines with 
and offers some suggestions 
jt ear ding an anarchist attitude to each 
cl the two philosophies. It should be 
midc Clear that though he deals with 
jWcsi: matters in simple language, for the 
niosi part, his essay is neither detached 
tk* comprehensive enough to be called 
0 tt Introduction to them, (A useful intro- 
duciioa is Paul Foulquic's Existentialism, 
published by Dobson ; acquaintance with 
it is a help to consultation of Read.) The 
essav is Read 1 5 contribution to a wide¬ 
spread but rather obscure controversy. 
The everyday language he uses docs give 
immediacy to what he says, but it is not 
always appropriate to the subtleties of 
the subject. For this reason his thought 
seems very uneven; like a succession of 
waves it rises sometimes into brilliance. 


reflect even more than they contain, and 
it descends abruptly to dimmer regions, 
leaving the reader gravelled. The peaks- 
of the argument concern freedom and the 
interweaving of essence and existences it 
comes to shore, almost to shipwreck, on 
the issue of Angst, to which Read gives 
especial attention. The present review 
must he confined to this aspect of the 
essay. 


throwing off aphoristic particles which 


* EXf S TEN T 1 A US M , M A R V IS M A 
ANARCHISM by Herbert Read. 
(Freedom Press, 3 ffi.) 


Socialist 
Malthusians—1 


D R. Julian Huxley has recently given 
some publicity to the problem with 


whit*, an increasing population presents 
our serial organisation, and urged that 
governments concern themselves with the 
problem of contracting their populationsi 
or as Prof, Huxley put it, concern them¬ 
selves with the quality ol their peoples 
instead of the mere quantity. Even if one 
disregards the fact that the population 
o l the world is still rapidly increasing (the 
devastation of the last war was in¬ 
sufficient to reverse this trend, even tem¬ 
porarily, despite Malthas' idea that war 
provided a population “check"), anyone 
who uses his eyes and his imagination can 
see that every civilised country is un¬ 
comfortably overcrowded. Yet it is quite 
certain that the governments of the world 
will neglect Prof. Huxley's arguments, for 
they are all seeking to increase their 
number* of subjects. 


That Socialists to-day give little atten¬ 
tion to this subject is due to several main 
causes. First, they are so committed to 
the idea of controlling government that 
their thought is, entirely in nationalistic 
terms, and therefore consciously or un¬ 
consciously anxious, lo maintain supplies 
of cannon fodder. Then practical steps 
about population control obviously leads 
in the spread of birth control measures.; 
but Borialiiis much influenced by 

vcning factors that they dare not an¬ 
tagonise the Catholic voter, nor their own 
substantial Catholic membership—and 
that it tme also of every political group- 
m &' However urgent the population 
problem may bc s it is now 1 integrally 
bound up with the need to extend the 
pnctice of effective contraception, and 
is seems lq be absolutely repugnant to 
Stt-denying social organisation, against 
' imply do not fight, 
f Ita"' ^ nco-Ma Uhusi uns, supporters 
_, A , ue f TllCi ;| e they prefer to be called, 
m^slly have a reactionary social outlook 


which renders them unsympathetic to 
socialists. Even to day, many of them 
become apologists of capitalist competition 
on pseudo-biological grounds. Thus Dr, 
C- V. Drysdale, in a debate with a 
socialist said that, ''However great our 
sympathy for the poor and weak may he, 
and whatever measures we may take to 
relieve them, we must accept the view 
that those who arc unable to support 
themselves and their children in a com¬ 
petitive state by their unaided exertions 
are biologically unfit, and that we should 
do all in our power to discourage their 
reproduction , . - Ail this is opposed lo 
the doctrines and spirit of socialism, with 
its fostering of the “have-nots”, denial 
of the superiority of the rich and power¬ 
ful, and denunciation of competition . . . 
Any idea that the poor on the average 
are biologically inferior is contrary to 
their most cherished ideals. 1 " (Eugenics 
Review, July, L 93 S, p, 11 CL) 

It is my purpose, however, to point 
out that Malthusians have not always 
been so reactionary, nor socialists always 
so unconcerned with the population prob¬ 
lem- The earliest advocates of birth con¬ 
trol among the working-class were 
socialistic and very much concerned that 
workers should l>c in a position in im¬ 
prove their ability to carry on an effective 
struggle for better wages, better social 
conditions, and a fuller and happier life. 
The socialist movement of co-day, and 
more especially the anarchist movement 
cannot afford any longer lo neglect this 
important world problem. Still less so- 
since it is becoming increasingly clear 
that population control, through its neces¬ 
sary mechanism (when applied to indi¬ 
viduals) of effective birth control, leads 
on to 1.he Whole question of misery and 
frustration. In due course I shall discuss 
the urgent relevance of this question to 
the revolutionary movement of to-day. 

Anarchist 
(T o be continued) 
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<huc lo the breakdown nl religious beliefs. 
Zlngst and atheism go together; one might 
wen say that the religious existentialists 
experience this anguish as part of doubt, 
a* a lapse of faith, as an approach to 
atheism. 


Head begins by describing the existen¬ 
tialist thus: 


Angst is ,1 condition of anguished 
anxiety and dread, and something like it 
is obviously felt by many people at the 
present day, for differing reasons and in 
respect of different things. It has an 
important pan in the existentialist attitude 
to the world, but it is not equally im¬ 
portant for all existentialists (as Read 
suggests), for many of whom a condition 
of hope, and of faith in God, provide 
either a release from despair, or a basic 
altitude from which Angst is a departure. 
Heads 1 dismissal of the various schools 
of religious existentialism is mo easy to 
be satisfactory; but his concentration on 
the atheistic forms of this philosophy does 
have the advantage of giving breadth to 
his discussion of Angst, in the sense that 
he is able to speak of it not merely in 
relation to Sartre, but in relation to the 
numerous followers of that novelist whose 
main agreement with him is not in the 
field of philosophy but in the field of 
emotion. For though the dissemination 
of this particular dread is clearly due in 
pnrt to the collapse of estPblished 
economic and moral patterns, it is equally 


He is suddenly aware of his separate 
lonely individuality, and he contrails 
this, not only with the rest of the 
human species, but with the whole 
goings-on of the universe, as they have 
been revealed by scientific investigation. 
There he ia* a finite and insignificant 
speck of protoplasm pitched against 
the infinite extent of the universe . , . 
against the still more mysterious con¬ 
cept of Nothingness ... So there we 
have the Little Man gaping into [he 
abyss and feeling—for he stilt retains 
an infinite capacity for sensation—not, 
only very small, but terrified. That 
fcelmg is the original Angst . . . 


One can speak of an infinite capacity 
for sensation only in connection with a 
very young child, and by bringing this 
lost infant on the scene. Read is making 
quite a shrewd comment on modem man, 
if not on the existentialists. In such a 
situation, the Little Man might assume 
a posture of defiance, or he might Invent 
a heavenly Father to take the place of his 
absent parents; but Read goes on to 
recommend a third way of dealing with 
nothingness: 


He surveys the scene, the little speck 
of protoplasm which, is man, the 
universe, finite or infinite, on which 
he finds himself, and, if he thinks of 
the universe as finite, the dreadful gulf 
of nothingness beyond, His feelings 
are feelings of profound interest* excite¬ 
ment, wonder. He sees Fire and Air, 
Earth and Water, elementary qualities 
giving birth to alt sorts of contrarieties 
—hot-cold, dry-moist, heavy-light, 
hard-soft, viscous-brittle, rough-smooth, 
coarse-fine—and these combining and 
interacting and producing worlds and 
life upon these worlds, and he is lost 
in wonder. His greatest wonder is 
reserved for the fact that he, man, 
stands on the apex of this complex 
structure,, its crown a perfection . . . 


It seems to me Lliat this is a striking 
example of Read’s sensuous and spatial 
awareness of life, a characteristic of all 
his writing; but here it seems inadequate. 
For obviously he is no longer directing 
our attention to nothingness, but to Fire, 
Air, Earth and Water; it is just because 
(hese are SO wonderful that nothingness, 
Is so dreadful, and to turn our hacks on 
the enemy is not likely to decrease our 
fear. Again, the four elements he men¬ 
tions are essences, which for the existen¬ 
tialist are subsequent to existence. But 
[he main inadequacy. In my opinion, is 
that Angst is not felt in relation to space 
so much as in relation to time; it is not 
the feeling of a new-born child 50 much 
as the dread of a man about dic- 

One should not separate the spatial and 
the temporal in this absolute way, and the 
concept of nothingness docs have an 
intimate connection with that of death, 
and with existentialism. But though the 
contemplation of astronomy may evoke 
awe, it does not give rise to the guilt 
which is often a component of Angst, and 
the nothingness of which the existentialists 
speak is not a spatial emptiness, as I 
understand them, but a moral emptiness, 
due to the fact that essences, and hence 
essential values* do not precede a man’s 
existence, but arc made by him as he 
asserts that existence- A recording to 
Sanrc, a man makes himself; he chooses 
freely, but at the same time he is engaged 
with the whole human situation about 
him; therefore he is responsible for 
that situation and for the values 
created- Every action Involves the 
world and a world of values; from con¬ 
sciousness of this fact arises Angit. If 
a God made a world out of nothing, nut 
out of the possible; if he made the pos¬ 
sible depend upon the existence of the 
world created; then he might certainly 
fed anxious, not about nothingness, but 
about his creation. The atheistic existen¬ 
tialist is in a position analogous to such 
Si God, It could be said that he has taken 
the place of God, his being a Promethean 
responsibility and anguish; but he would 
deny having stolen the fire (rom heaven; 
he would say that when he lights a match 
heaven becomes possible. He might 
Wumkr abouL the flame, but Jle is also 
in dread of fire; again, the match ought 
go out, leaving darkness. A man rej- 
ponsible for life carries death with him, 
all his life, ft it extremely interesting that 
Camus, who was once an existentialist, 
has written a play about the terrorists 
who organised the assassins I ton of the 
Grand Duke Serge in Moscow in IV 03 . 


In the case of religious existentialism, 
is more obviously associated w'ilh 
death, being bound up whh the tear of 
damnation und the concept of. original 
sin- One may die withum grace, and life 
without an exristemia] relation to God is 
Life given over to death. As for lhal 
widespread /Ingu which is nor connected 
'.■perifKiilly with existentialism at nil, it 


scents to me that it i$ a dread of nothing¬ 
ness in a temporal and personal sense ix. 
is i dread nf death, and itx power in the 
world to-day is due to the abandonment 
of man's greatest psychological defence 
against the dark, his belief in personal 
immortality. (Belief in an immortal God 
could be considered as an impersonal 
mode of the former faith.) It is only 
ed the last hundred years or so that the 
majority of people in Western Europe 
began to die; before that they had souls. 
For the rationalist, death is obviously of 
no importance to the dead, but it does 
concern the living in tw-o ways: firstly, the 
living become responsible for the dead, 
i.c., tradition; the living become like God 
in that they have to give a socialised im¬ 
mortality to the dead; the hundredweight 
of the past comes down upon their backs, 
and in order to bear the burden they have 
to kill off the dead, narrow down tradi¬ 
tion, and so suffer guilt or 
secondly, they have to meet the future, 
also in the present, and realise death in 
existence. For death is part of our ex¬ 
pectation of the future, and thus it enters 
into life; this is what is meant by the 
phrase, “In the midst of life we arc in 
death”; in his novel The Outsider, 
Camus speaks convincingly of the dark 
breexe of the future (lowing back towards 
us, from the grave. Thus the rationalist 
is open to Angst for two reasons and 
from two directions, He can deny the 
past and the future* and thereby his 
instincts; but to do this diminishes his 
life in the present, robbing it of value 
and issuing forth in an irresponsibility 
which in extreme cases resembles insanity; 
this escape is a popular one, and it leads 
to nationalism: a substitute religion 

lacking the enormous psychological ad¬ 
vantages of the former faith. In view of 
these considerations, it seems to me that 
Read misses the point when be says that 
the anarchist “just doesn’t feel that Angst, 
that dreadful shipwreck on the confines 
of the universe”, and advises us to turn 
to the wonder and fight of nature. Blake 
pointed out in a celebrated quatrain that 
the confines of the universe may be very 
close at hand. Read says that an animal 
at play is not conscious of Angst, and 
that “man is only an animal that has 
learnt to play more elaborately"—but this 
second statement is not true, while the 
first is a recognition of the fact that 
animals are not conscious of death lying 
before them. He reminds us of Aristotle’s 
dictum that knowledge begins with 
wonder; but knowledge does not neces¬ 
sarily lead to the end of dread; Et Is 
supposed to have led to the FalE of Man, 
Read seems to put forward Faust as an 
ideal; but Faust led a life of illusion 
because he was not free. 
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Bitter 


■RJSO AMARO” f “Bitter 
Italian film, with English tub-title*. 
London± Rialto Cinema. 


npHlS is an outstanding film, 


among the exceptionally fine series of 
Italian films which have been shown here 
S .n« .he end of the «t. It 
the simplicity and humanity of To uve 
in and "Four Step m the Clouds , 

the insight into working-class life ^o«n 
in “Bicycle Thieves" acid Angelma , and 

the warm understanding ^ *£1™ 
and “criminal 1 ’ motivation of ShoesHmt . 
And STSJ n*er 8i™ the h—y 

* 5 gms 2 £ 


-!l .3 L.U1I LH.JJI- .. _ ' „ 

intrusions Iceman,” says 

machinery. I j.w.whcn 


r Riso Amnro", when 
he refuses to denounce a ‘ b\w**an 

—■wrjyciS 

who never went there—uicy 


huis two 


good-' 1 . c . 

On the surf are, t h L , r Scc 

themes. There Is the 
girts—a huge army WUi) o 

weeks in (he year lo plant out * 7 . | 

rice plants In Lhe flooded 
Tuscany; and there IS the crook 
from the police in the rare ba^n 
girl friend joins the army of to 

conceal a stolen necklace. Tte* two 
themes converge on the personahtj of one 
of the rice girls-play^ with extra- 
ordinary warmth and vital.ty by Silvan* 
Mangano. The real plot l ,cs tTl 
impact of the imagined glamour of the 
crook on Silvuna Consumed by ihe 
struggle to escape from the misery of 
ooverry, and with an imagmaLmn fed 
' knni. v tKm le ihc excitemcm of 




chiefly on books about the excite men i 
city life and the glitter °f nehM* the 
thief sees ihe answer to her wishes and 
desires, and not till too late does she s« 
(but ilie reality does not correspond « 
her desires, Instead, she reprice? 
former sirl friend and accomplice as ^ 
siooge in a plan to sic*l the 

Such A plor, Imkliy Staled 
e r ivlaL enough. Bui 31 i*_ i n 3 
everyday situation, and >1 en«P 
diree-ior 10 display ih-r citraoedioary c 


plcxity of humap l 
yet unsentitne-ntal^ay^ 
films, the class preBI 
are made to play anT^ 
sror> r . Rut there 
welcome absence of prop 
example, ihe niajority of 
contracts from the laboutl 
there is also a fair mum 
girls” who hold no cardsi^^ 
refused work. Despexatielfoi 
rice these latter seek tu sectl^B 
by showing that they can^ 
that the regulars. Inevitq 
treated as blacklegs and a. j 
in which an ugly situajl 
Ultimately, they all recogtf 
interests coincide, and the r i ^ 
lo work unless the ’"outM’de^^ 
taken on as well. c “ crc » 

heroics, no party stuff; 
motives of all concerned witl 
losing touch with them as hu; 

As Silvan* get involved In th^ 
vLeal the entire rice store, she flj 
increasingly separated from the | 
admire her and make her iMS 
queen, and increasingly driven ra 
the frankness and generosity of 3 
nature. The psychological conff 13 
develops seems to give an und 
of "criminal” impulses which J 
temporary police and penal pH* 
hopelessly inadequate and inhuman. 

The insight and subtlety of 
direction is inched by the colour I 
j rh of Silvan* MaOganO 9 prrfcirmanre 
bv her T/uurhf til ness and beauty. But 
f arc a thousand felicitous touches in 
[he smaller parts, and behind it all the 
arid squalor of the fire fields, and the 
hunger and poverty which make their 
work worthwhile to them. Without any 
kind of political dogmatizing, [he clarity 
nfm humanity of outlook displayed make 
this film of revolutionary note. It has a 
true tragic intensity, for we sec the des¬ 
truction of Silvana by her own hopes and 
desires, themselves the product of her 
environment: an environment uhich 

operates on millions of workers all over 
the world. It exposes, w jih warmth *nd 
sympathy j the sickness of contemnorary 
value. J.R 
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Reflections 


on the Fuchs Case- 


ilf#o Are They to Judae ? 


IJoush I diagrtt CIUirel 
Fuchj’ former faith thr Ri !s ia n Sm£ 

S ££5 


| avoid misunderstandings which might be used to detract froni 

* sh l 411 de ' d °P od the Fuchs case, we wish .. _ . t — 

ratly that anarchists have been opposed to the political set-up SLST'S'i. ,uras 

1 «? ver>- mcepuon. and that anarchists in Russia were given - 

^tbc Bulsheuks the day they felt secure hi their power. 

Of the Russian 'T'He' Lord “chief j uaiicc in p ^ iag 
sentence on Fuchs* permitted himself 
to make certain remarks which prompted 
even the Aid richest ft" Gucrrdipn tu suggest 
that one might “dislike” them and that 
perhaps "our judicial system showed up 
less well than in the Eisler case,” But 
both the Judge and the Attorney-General 
were distinctly uncomfortable because the 
man before them was obviously motivated 
by a higher morahry than those who 
judged him. So much n, that the 
At tomey-GeneraL limited himself almost 
entirely to the facts of the case-^jr, in 
other words* to Dr. Fuchs 1 own sta cement 
and the most the Judge could say was, 

\ou have betrayed the hospitality and 
protection given to you with the grossest 
treachery/’ whilst having to admit that 
what Fuchs did was not "for gain", but 
his object was to further his “political 
creed”. And what an admission of moral 
weakness is contained in the Judge's 
closing remarks as he passed sentence: 

"It is not so much for punishment that 
[ impose it, for punishment to a man of 
your mentality means nothing, Mv duty 
is to safeguard this country". How can "l 
be sure that a man of your mentality, as 
shown in that statement you have made* 
may not at any other minute allow some 
curious working in your mind to lead you 
further to betray secrets of the greatest 
possible value and importance to this 
land? The maximum sentence Parlia¬ 
ment lias ordained is fourteen years; that 
is the sentence I pass upon you," 
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■ opinion that 
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. \ a Capitalist 
shows him in h> 
woolly-headed so far as politics arc con¬ 
cerned hii actions were honest, ihouch 
it may be argued that his behaviour to- 
wards hi, fellow scientists was 
honourable. We shall discuss this point 


CIR Hartley ShtWcrpn said of Fuchs 
f a tragedy when a 

of high intellectual attainment allows his 
menial processes to become so warped by 
devotj 0D to. Communism that*, as he him¬ 
self says, he became a kind of controlled 
schizophrenic he dominant pan of his 
mind allowing him to do thing* which 
the other parts of his mind recognised 
clearly were wrong.” § 

But is it only “devotion to Com¬ 
munism- which warps the mental pro¬ 
cesses. Ha? Sir Hartley never heard ihe 
expression “My country right or wrong"* 
and is not the judge a partisan of this 
bimd philosophy when by implication he 
expects every miserable refugee who lands 
on these shores to show their gratitude 
by abandoning their political views so as 
rwt "to bite the hand that feeds them” j 
why, the Capitalist system breeds the 
controlled schizophrenetic 1 ' and indeed, 
maintains its position by breeding them. 
And in any case, the blind Communist is 
no more blind than the blind Tory, but 
is obviously more willing to make sacrifices 
for his belief—and is that such a bad 
thing? 
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I HAVE already conveyed the im- 
A pression that I believe Dr. Fuchs 10 
have been motivated in his actions by a 
high sense of responsibility and morality, 
and that the State in its prosecution was 
immoral and Jesuitical. Obviously, in 
taking the view that the individual has 
the right to oppose the State with every 
means at his disposal, I recognise that 
the upholders of the status quo will use 
every weapon at their disposal to crush 
their enemies when they threaten the 
status qua, Hence, if the J udge had 
simply said, “We have caught you giving 
information to another power, and I give 
you the maximum sentence of 14 years 
to keep you from doing more mischief 
and as a warning to others,” one would 
gasp at the sentence (what person with 
a little human feeling and imagination 
would not at the idea of even an enemy 
Speeding so many years in prison?), but 
one expects it. When the State, however, 
introduces morality into the question, then 
It is time to protest. 


TX& Fuchs was not alone in holding the 
view that the results of atomic 
research should be made available to all 
countries. Rightly or wrongly, he thought 
that control Of the atom bomb by the 
United States alone* constituted a threat 
to world peace* but that, shared with 
Russia, the power of the bomb as a 
war weapon was destroyed. As Freedom 
pointed out recently in an editorial com¬ 
ment, one cannot blind oneself to the fact 
that there is the same fear of America 
to the East 0/ the Iron Curtain a? there 
is of Russia on the West* and since both 
attitudes are false (for they each assume 
that one side is pacific), who can honestly 
say one side is right and the other wrong? 
The Manchester Guardian obviously re¬ 
cognises this fact when it states in its 
editorial (30/3/50): 

i By f ckvtp pi(f* of telescoping, U»e Attotutjr- 
(Jeneral altered the whale iente of whit H'uCh" 
uid. Furfu did not admit that v-iiat he did. 
T*i* ft-ronf. for at finr he had “complete 
confidence in Kinston policy and IsfUeved that 
the Wettcm AILi« deliberately allowed tier, 
many and Rnilii) (0 fight each other In the 
death." It nu onC-- when he had Iph faith 
in KinSia 1 * J»lwy that he began to have 

the .Ucudnlrr r>i*atdpjn 


I In any 
poinla out: '' " 
at had at an 


“Knowledge cup impose a r responsibility 
witlyr than any national Enyalty, and in 
this case we failed to convince Fuchs that 
Lhe two coincided- During the war it was: 
hard to appreciate the sense of withhold¬ 
ing information from the Russians* how¬ 
ever surly and unco-optrarive they might 
be. Even to-day it is by no means 
impossible* or even the mark of a Com¬ 
munist* to doubt ihe ultimate purpose of 
our atomic work, and we do not always 
make clear the seriousness of our desire 
for atomic disarmament. These are hesita¬ 
tion* ivhich* unless the Western Govern¬ 
ments can lay them* might disturb any 
man sharing the same unique and 
dangerous knowledge, And a whole 
succession of public pronouncements by 
scientific bodies, noiably in America, has 
shown that this is in fact so—that the 
conscience of the atomic scientist is not 
at rest- For so long as they are swept 
up in the cold war, where science serves 
strategy and its findings have to be kept 
secret, scientific workers will often be 
upeasy." 


\V/E come now to a point which has 
" obviously influenced adversely 
many people, who otherwise felt a cer¬ 
tain sympathy for Dr. Fuchs- And it is 
that they consider Dr, Fuchs’ attitude 
to his colleagues at Harwell an immoral 
one, in that he behaved as if he were 
ihcir friend, thereby enjoying their full 
confidence, and then passed cm to Russian 
agents ali the information he obtained 
from them- The right thing to have 
done—goes the argument—was for Fuchs 
to resign and make a public statement to 
the effect that unless atomic research was 
shared with Russia, he could not take 
part in the work. Knowing beforehand 
what lUCh action would mean—it is not 
the first time St has been tried, and the 
results are usually similar—for Dr. Fuchs 
to have done so, bolding as he did the 
view thai world peace depended on all 
powers sharing atomic information, would 
have been cowardice and irresponsibility 
for, to repeat the words of the Manchester 
CfKJriftcm “knowledge con impose a res¬ 
ponsibility wider than any national 
loyalty”, and one should add: wider 
chan any personal loyalty. This may be 
a terrible admission for me to make, since 
U fundamental tenet of anarchism 
mutual trust between individuals and is 
one that anarchists seek to put into effect 
in their everyday relations. Few indi¬ 
viduals—apart from the ruling-class who 
use moral arguments only to condemn 
ihcir enemies — are in the position whereby 
their actions may have international 
repercussions. Dr. Fuchs was perhaps 
one such individual and I think that the 
burden Of his responsibility was such as 
to morally justify “betraying" (though 
in such cireumslances this is not the 
correet term) the confidence of those who 
were his friends. 


FO H E I G t O W U E Hi T A It 1 


American Miners’ Strike Ends 


T HE American coal strike which has 
ju5t iccciDiJy ended has won for iht 
miners an extra S/- a day in wages and 
AG extra 4/7 in welfare benefitJ- 

For the next two years they "^ receive 
a basic daily wage of £5 Ss - 4 * d, ‘ 
the octal owners are to pay into tbfir 

Lo is*, im. »** ■" " Jra “ iti 

on the coal ih^y mine. 

Thosc people who imagine that worker* 

read the Notts Chronuie i WiSL.. * 

more than ^ » ***“ 

during "ibis grimmest nmt ^ 

Lbrir aw", Ihe struggle has meant 
ircmendoui sacrifice* for their family as 
W*IL "For t long mm ,r — 

.V«TI Ckrtrnklt txjfTcspondcni— many 
miners' iimiiiea, their credit at grocery 
Unm tlbnutd, have lived OT in* border* 
|iw of Hambem. 

Attendance »■ schools m [be cual lowm 
td Toi ViripAu ha* IlUen uH, jorpclimes 
bau the children had no shoes m wtar, 
usicunats became they had been ienl 
iMBi wuh teedicil ihps cartifying thai 
C&f were suffering froen malnuuiUun 
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„ £I . — nowaday* ' 

equai.^v d 
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scientists and artists when related to an 
average worker's wages should therefore 
be an eye-opener to such people—if they 
are still able to face unpalatable truths, 
Six scientists were awarded Stalin 
Fnz.es Of f0U,M)0 roubles each for theor- 
eiical and experimental investigations inLo 
the burning of hydrogen. A prize of 
200/100 roubles went CO Dr. Gregori 
Sham, director of the Crimean Astro- 
physical Observatory, far discovering 
rhe presence of “heavy hydrogen" in the 
aimusphero of several stars. 

In aU, 277 Stalin prizes for inventions 
or discoveries were announced, The 
prizes totalled 2CI*IO0,aO0 roubles. 

In the a ns, prominent received 

5 500.000 roubles in prizes. Most of ihe 
fiicrary prizes were awarded for works 
anti-American and ant.-Wenem 
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■Fall of Berlin", 

^ "/ft 'comrnunjM 
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fC nl nfcUernistie hojirgeois mUUL of 
Europe and Ameria- 
Now for a Russian wooer's wages, as 
given by Alexander Werth 111 the 

ManfheUtr Guardian (6/3/50) : 
in Moscow vary, in the case of unskilled 
worker*, from 2S0 roubles to m roubles 
_*bai k, 560 to JI25 a month* and those 

of (killed workers van' f^wn 500 to 
i rmiblei (or 3125 to 3375} a momh, 
with shock worker* and Stakhanovites 
earning anything up to 3,000 roubles, or 
1750." 


In other words* a prize of 200,000 
roubles is the amount an unskilled worker 
would earn for 33 years’ hard work. Tut* 
tut, comrade! 

TO ACCOUNT 
RENDERED 

ripHDUGH the war ended some five 
A years ago, the accounts have nul yet 
been settled, as readers of this column 
already know. Here are three more hills 
for settlement. 

f. Official figures presented to Lhe 
Austrian Parliament show that the occu¬ 
pation of that country has cost them more 
than 5,000 million ' sL-hlllings (approxi- 
maie Ly £38 mill ion) since the end of the 
war. 

2- An informed allied source ituled 
quite recently that the Western^ Allied 
occupation will cost Western Germans 
more than 4,000 million marks (approxi¬ 
mately £320 million) for the budget year 
19J0-51. A consolation for the miser¬ 
able Germans is that this figure is 10 .a 
lens rban the last budget year! 

3. Poland 1 * expulsion of the last 
125,000 Germans in her territory gained 
from Germany after the war is now under 
way. 

Twenty-five ibouiianj are to go Lo West 
Germany Linder a Polish agreement wiLh 
(he Western Allies and the West German 
republic. One hundred thousand are IP 
settle in the Russian Zone. Within a year 
ihere will be no Germans left in. ihe East 
German provinces "recovered" by die 
Warsaw government* a semt-official Polish 
source declared. 

“These lerrlioriei had abuut 8,000,000 
German* before the war," the ^urce said, 
"Now they have over 5,000*000 Foies. 

Can anyone estimate in dollars or 
roubles the price in human misery that 
this last item represents, so thaL it may 
be entered in the Accounts Book. 


ft will be said that because the res¬ 
ponsibilities were so great* do in dividual 
has the right to dedde. But as things art 
to-day* the only alternative ft to leave 
everything to the ruling-class. For my 
part, I have less confidence in their judg¬ 
ment and sense of responsibility than I 
have in Dr. Fuchs’, and therefore from 
my point of view I am nor influenced 
by this argument. For, though I can 
have no confidence in Dr. Fuchs’ judg¬ 
ment in these matters (since he has not 
even now recognised that all governments 
are dishonest) yet I believe that what he 
did was done for honest motives, whereas 
a (^bvernmcnt would have taken Into 
account only one factor in arriving at a 
decision: strategy. And strategy ts the 
antithesis of honesty and morality. 

VJT i 


In Brief: 

it()0,Q(H) Miners Strike in Japan 

for 72 /fours 

JVAytf* AfinvA Sif*. 

t Fhe Associated Press reports that: 

*™ hundred thousand of Japan's 
organised coal miners struck to-day arid 
"’{! *t*y oui fur seventy-rw* hours, 
“The nation's labour crisis is mounting, 
bixiy-aix thousand of Japan's 75,000 
metal mine workers struck yesterday, 
Electric®] workers are due to siriJte to¬ 
morrow', Wage increase demands are the 
cause of the walkouts." 

Incomes in U*S.A* 

Nearly 10*000,00(1 United States 
families received incomes of less than 
32,000 in ]94g. re . pMls Lhc Census 
Bureau, 

, Eight million families received incomes 
of *5,000 or more during the year. 
Median income was $3,200 or *150 higher 
than in 1947. 

Incomes of white families were about 
those of non-white fi milieu. In 
1939 they were three times as high. The 
Sg™ greatest income gains from 

1939 to I94B were those of miners, wbo«e 
medmn pay rose from Si,DM) to $3,000 in 
rose from 

530n IO JH00; workers in manufacturing 
industries : *1,0(10 to $2,500. B 

In general,” [fie bureau taid* "white 
collar industries sunffi as public utilities* 

finance, professional sendees and govrrn- 

n^nt ^showed smaller increases than 


SOVIET PL’PFET 
ADMITS FAILURES 

HIGH Ease German official Jus made 
[he admission that misma nagement 
and incompetence are rife in ihe national¬ 
ised industry of the Soviet Zone uf 
Germany, 

Reporting to managers uf ihe “people- 
owned industries in convention at 
Ee.pajg, Min, ster of Industry Frit* 
Sclbmann rebuked Jigh, induswy far 
overdrawing its credit to the (Uoc of £ J k 
million. He criticized the Eastern auu,- 
mobjle faciOr.es for trying t 0 export 
Shoddily-made qm, r 

In spite of his complaints* however he 
optimistically asserted th a[ product 
quotas of the two-year pfa n hiVHj be ^ 
generally met, sometime overfulfilled 
Worldevtr Press—FTajik} url. 
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Government and the Colour Bari AIIC AUTHORIT1 


i rEKV ftw P TO Pl e w-ith any j merest in 
V noljucs Oir in sight iota social 
d / „.:ii have been much impressed 
P 1 ®?. Bovcmmcm’s denial that colour 
by 5L. had no part in the Seretsc 
questi ■ j acta 0 f t h c case art not 

minT dear, hut since the government rt- 
to publish the findings of the Court 
Enquiry* they arc mainly to blame for 
°. it .seems a reasonable inference 

frtjm their refusal that they are hushing- 
up infonracion which does not support 
them* 

Serctse Khama married an 
Fnclith girl- Qnc * returned to his tribe to 
Wfv his t^sed marriage, his apparent 
J u5Ui - _ +1,™ 


SUCCESS 


welcome advance in the 
JJJJJdc which progressive people have 
fm- carried, on against colour pre¬ 

judice and mutual hostility between 
cjopies of different colour. The colour 
issue ha* been in the forefront from the 
beginning' 

A fortnight after the third meeting of 
iht tribe which finally accepted Serctse 
4 od his English wife as rulers, Sir 
Eveivn Baring, the High Commissioner^ 
according to Seretse’s statement, sent 
bis congratulations and said that he ck- 
rj'-ted to receive confirmation of his 
recognition as C*M from London, Signi¬ 
ficantly enough (again according to 
Scretsds statement) he added that he 
espeeied to rceeivc protests from South 
Africa, but that the matter was a domestic 
one which did not concern the Union, 
Sir Evelyn Baring, in addition to being 
High Commissioner for the Bechuanaland 


qmetvt&j cuocc, 

CIm 


UNICN OF ANARCHIST GROUPS: 
CENTRAL LONDON 

INDOOR. Lecture-DI icuhiqm *v.ry 

Sunday flt 7,30 p+ffl. at the 
Trade Union Club, Great Newport SL, 
Yf.C.2 Eaeer Leicester Square Station), 

March 19th Speaker; Albert Me liter 

WHY DOES ANARCHISM PROGRESS 
SO SLOWLY?'" 

March 24th Speaker: F. A. Rid Lay 

"PRESENT POLITICAL PROSPECTS'" 
April 2nd Speaker' Michael Beit 

"RUSSIA’S FOREIGN POLICY" 

April 9Ui No Meeting 


GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP 

INDOOR MEETINGS every Sundey at 
ttiet 1 p-m. at the 

CENTRAL HALLS, 25 BATH STREET, 
GLASGOW. 

Frank Leach, John Gaffney, Eddie Shew. 


MERSEYSIDE ANARCHIST GROUP 

OPEN DISCUoSIOrN MEETINGS 
held fortnightly 

PLEASE NOTE: NEXT MEETING 
5unday, Mareh 24th, at 3,0 p.m r 
Meetings fortnightly thereafter. 
Enquiries: Ring Royal 4669 

COLNE & NELSON DISTRICT 

Discussion Group 
to be held fortnightly, 

Sunday, March 24tE et 7.30 p.m, 

it 

Twlitari and Drawers dub, 
Cambridge Street, Colne (Lanci.) 

Hampstead — 

KF , ,, Diieuiiioii Meetings 

* every Tuesday et B p,m. prompt. 
*t 

y I ViU *«"-th*‘Heeth 1 

Vala ol Health, Hampstead, N.W.3 
Series an Wllh.m 

Thursday, March 2ltd. 

"THE SCIENTIFIC BASIS OF REICH'S 
WORK" 

(Ples i9 0 noT i<J L n 1ad by j5fnr "T Telfof 

flarTr. ^W-Thunday, not 

Y, for above meeting only) 

Warch 2tt|h; 

KfcICH ANO IDEOLOGIES" 
D,lCuiI,orl led by Albert Benvenuto 


anarchist summer 
SCHOOL 195(1 
S=L«l"b. b ?.". «-• S, 


— — --iftnilf 
■OUP1 a.4 ktand&n thii year. Will 

pi tn * ^dividual: 


Cfi 
then 

e ■ , r v, , 

Henna m bar |h ta< . 
plinned a toniider.bL 


year. 

land "Freedom" 
rnativa Lugg-L-ilians ? 
the School hai to be 
la time in advance. 


p U&LlC MEETING 

Y C. md!n FW 

'-imden Town. N W I 

HONDA ' f . MABCH 10,h K 7.30. 
ALBERT meltzer, 

ANAACHO-SYNDICALiSri guftQpg,. 


Protectorate, is also Ambassador to the 
Uuiod of South Africa. 

The Government’s Bntl Faith 

The government however acted difTcr- 
cully arid have now exiled both Secrctse 
and his unde, the Regent Tshckedi 
Khama, who opposes mixed marriages, 

frnm Bechuanaland for five years_.the 

situation to he reviewed after That time 
has elapsed, 

The way in which this decision was 
reached suggests had faith on the part of 
the government, Serctse and his wile 
were invited to London for talks. They 
obviously suspected that it was a device 
to get them out of the way and so pre¬ 
sent the tribe with a fmt accompli, for 
they asked for assurances, that thev would 
be allowed to return. Serctse ‘writes: 
"We received numerous official assurances 
that we were not being shanghaied, but 
ah requests for a written underrating [h at 
we should be allowed to return were 
turned down, Mr Fraenkel, my legal ad- 
yiseiy was given a emphatic assurance by 
ulr. Clarke^ the Imperial Secretary, that 
there could be -- - 


no question of my being 


barred from Bechuanaland in view of mv 
birth there. ^ Bul he would not give me 
this m writing. When a tribal delegation 
made the same request 
rejected . . 


was also 


T he government's double-faced attitude 
seems confirmed by Scrctse’s impression 
that before the talkn started the govern¬ 
ment had already reached a decision and 
that nothing he could say would make 
any difference. In other words, the talks 
were merely a formal blind. 

The Tribe Were On His Side 

The government states that it fears 
'repercussions” iu the tribe. But the 
tribe’s initial doubts appear to be 
adequately cleared up and Serctse 1 ? posi¬ 
tion, rather than Tshekedi’s, accepted. 
Mr. Fraenkel told Mr. Gordon Walker 
that he was authorised by the other seven 
Bechuanaland tribes to say that they sup¬ 
ported Serctse and his wife, and he pro¬ 
duced a petition organised by one of 
them. A leader in The Times discussed 
the question of whether Seretsc had the 
support of his tribe and regards the 
evidence that he had such support as 
beyond question. The Times goes on to 
say in so many words that the govern¬ 
ment's decision was based on considera¬ 
tion for the colour bar policy of Dr, 
Malan. Tn view of the importance of 
the question, and its source, The Times 1 
remarks are quoted here at length: 

“It is common knowledge, however, 
that the Nationalists now in power are 


“ ** foariw Of the 

Thev hunited against them, 
transfer ^ a deferred claim to the 
soverriemr ? Cc huanaland to Union 
w ^ich they may well be dis- 
tjT ev l ° &5Scri the more insistently if 
SCe growing up there a society 
idrat ]y at v@nanCc w[ th their 

these grave considerations must 
acuteJy perplexing to the British 
foment. But they do not touch the 
ngtits and wrongs of the case. No good 
a * n CCffl ie of compromise, especially s 
compromise involving injustice to indi¬ 
viduals, if its aim is to blur the outline 
of the truth. The truth is that British 
Ulrica is divided between one great 
independent State which believes in the 
«nour bar and a number of smaller 
Mates in which the colour bar is repu¬ 
diated. The conflict is tragic for the 
Commonwealth, but it cannot be for ever 
mded.” 

Contemptible Actions 
Protect Business Interests 

Now, on reflection, what attitude are 
we to take over all this? That the 
government have acted hypocritically and 
in bad faith seems unquestionable. It will 
not be the first time that the Labour Party 
has behaved contemptibly, and it Is diffi¬ 
cult not to feel bitter contempt for this 
sort of thing, especially as Seretsc and 
his wife are clearly striking a blow against 
the colour bar which could have powerful 
reactions all over Africa. 

But can one lake a more charitable 
attitude towards the men in the govern¬ 
ment who have taken this despicable line? 
One can argue that they have to consider 
not merely the immediate issue, but its 
repercussions on imperial unity, on the 
United Kingdom's relations with the 
Union of South Africa (no doubt in¬ 
volving trading agreements, etc); in short 
that it has to be guided by practical 
questions as well as by principle. There 
can be no doubt that these are valid 
considerations for men in office, and they 
may go some way towards excusing the 
government as individuals. 

On the other hand, this charitable in¬ 
terpretation is a serious indictment of the 
business of government itself, for it means 
that the considerations of office corrupt 
honest men and permit injustice to be 
done for the sake of placating reactionary, 
fascist* race attitudes. The ScretM deci¬ 
sion only Underlines what everybody 
kno« r s about govemmenis. It is time 
they were finally discredited. J H. 


J is for Justice, which Kropotktn pointed out* is merely otguijed vengeance, tic 
showed that so-called Justice and the State, “'arc related institution*—tknyed from 
one another, supporting one another, being historically one . . . both have a common 
origin in I he same idea: Authority . , , Coming from Oh age Of serfdom it helps to 1 
maintain serfdom in present sodety; through its police, prisons imJ the j 
fin open sore, throwing out a constant stream of pumJence into sodegy 
evil than the one it is supposed to fight against,’ 

{To be continued) 


Central London Meet 


T HE mutlingf *t Ih* Trade Union Club 
near LviCfrStar Square, have been well 
attended la far thii year, with Ji|- 
cuts ion being lively and partisan, where 
controversial issues have bean raised. 

SubjacB dealt with ranged from a 
balanced eompa risen of Marxism and Anar¬ 
chism by Allan Vaughan, and the nature of 
dlracl: action, in a stimulating address by 
Sidney Parker, to & thorough examination 
of the Impact of birth control on our lives 
by John Hewatton. Just before the general 
election, Albert Mdrier spoke on the futility 
of elections, skilfully outlining the histories- 
of the contending parties end thfi unlikeli¬ 
hood of 5ny of them solving the problems 
of our time. 

Workers* Control or War ? 

K feature of our programme this yaar 
has been the introduction of debates, end 
the two held on March 5th and l?th 
lnd[cate that although debating can be 
stimulating, it does not necessarily provide 
tha means of arriving at agreement. 

On March Sth, Philip Sansom for tha 
London Anarchist Group debated with Don 
Bannister of the London League for 

Workers' Control on the motion that 
"Workers' Control will be achieved by 
Industrial Action alone," Philip SanfOm, 
the proposer, attacked the use of political 
parties as a means of achieving Workers' 
Control of industry, pointing out that the 
worker!’ strength lies at the point of 
production and not in Parliament 
National Boards, 

He i |lu lira Lad the lessons to be learned 
from Russia, Spain and Britain (1926], when 
' ant workers' action we? side-tracked by 
political Interference, Anarcho-syndicalism 
with workers organised In Industrial Unions, 
the only method by which workers 
tin full control of industry. 

Don Bannister opposed the motion, 
stating that whilst he agreed all political 
parties had failed in tha past they would 
not necessarily fail in the future, but that 
there was no way of avoiding the risks taken 
by political action. He maintained that tha 
failure of political parties was due to their 
un-democratic structure, but that a demo¬ 
cratic political group could bring about 
rj' control. In the discussion which 


Tony 


WHEN FELLOW TRAVELLERS 

certainly do not object to people 


their minds. Whnt really surprises us 
is Hint many intelligent workers in the 
“"Communist’" rnuks could fail to i 
Bul I be new figure of 
to wlueb we object is somebody quite 
different from the inun or woman 
honest enough to admit he bn*; seen 
thruu^Ei hit illusions. This is the person 
who has for yenrs lieen a Communist, 
or (lucking the courage of his con- 
Tietions nnd wishing to continue making 
the best of both worlds) been n Com¬ 
nium*! “fellow-traveller**, nnd who now 
changes because it H rat lie r « con¬ 
venient time to do *o. Having thus 
tempered himself to the winds he pru- 
cecds to attach his former comrade* 
u*ln£ nil the inside information to which 
he formerly hud resource. 

Tlte type i* rather more coni man in 
the IJ.S.A. than litre, bul then the wind 
Jjs somewhat fiercer. To shake dear nf 
the Communist stigma, it is usually 
neecssary to adept same reJitfnus label, 
and the good tild Catholic-Com intern 
has cume in rut her useful in that res- 
peet. The American Tories still howl 
nfier the blood of the ew-CmnniunisI, 
howevert in the- attempt to link up llie 
Roosevelt administration with Com¬ 
munism (far political ends), they are 
digging hack into the PngmJae-FrnntiBt 
period when the Liberal professional 
efuss was mixed up with Stalinism, and 
ilic Un-American Committee has fur- 
n jf bed some interesting examples of I be 
depths lo which the Tory Imsiacsa class 
eun sink. 

There would not he the need far such 
witch-hunting, going to I he paint of 
refusing people the right to work far 
their living because they once were 
pro-Stnlimat when their per neon i"x* 
met jiru-Naii, incidentally fhul llml 
seems more rcsprefablc tn-dayj, if the 
U.H-A, had o I,u1>mjr movement similar 
to that in Great Britain- There ix nn 
tfaoht whatever Ilia! the majority 
of the members of the llritish Govern¬ 
ment could nwer puss the scrutiny of 
on on-American Committee. There lias 
always hcen a certain degree nf more 
ur less pm-Stalin ion i in the I, ahem r 
niwL'incrii as there has always been u 
certain degree 1 : of more or less pro- 
I-Jisei-.ru ■■■ I lie Goaservotive movement. 
Even the I.nhnur lenders who mere 113uni 
bitterly against the llrilisll I '.nmrnunihl 
I'uity were Kympuiheiie->)|y inclined in 
the Sov ir i Union, umt the prcoeul 
£cncruli.an of fajinmanist y until llal ly 


CHANGE 

TRAINS 


disbelieves that when the Anarohisls 
first wished to make known the tenth 
all on I the Bolshevik dictatorship when 
Lenin mas still alive, the men who re¬ 
fused a hearing tu such militants as 
Emma Goldman were net the present 
PKeiido-"*Leftcrs T " who were then not 
heard nf, bul I he Ernest Bevins who 
to-day pretend to liuvo found the truth 
us. if it were new. We are reminded 
of a similarity with nne nohle Tory peer 
wlia after having been enthusiastically 
pra-Hitlcr ih rough ail the massacres, 
stated a few weeks after the outbreak 
of war lhot one incident of ineffectual 
firing on fishermen had changed his 
views mimpLately, indignation jmd con¬ 
venience being very closely allied. 

CHICKENS COME HOME TO 
ROOST, 

The London Evening .StUudard has 
endeavoured to bring the American 
procedure here by nn attack on John 
Struchcy\ uppH>mtmvnt ns Minister of 
Wur, which they linked up rather 
liheJIoasly with the Fuchs ea*c- 
Strochcy t 6 denials that lie was ever ll 
member of the Communis! Burly, and 
the livruiil'a naive explanation (hut 
I his was before the Folitbureau era f it 
apparently overlooked the fact thot 
this was then known n* Ilia Comintern), 
are puiiidess. There is no doiibl Hint 
Sfmehey was. the leading Communist 
intellectual in rliis country. Crof. Luski, 
n*f ji|I people, Iries to vouch Mini he will 
not a member of ihc party. Probably 
noli neither wo* GoMancr, ncilhcr vh'ikm 
I.H iski. But I lie three, ns director* nf 
I be f^efl TEmik Gfnb, put over ihe 
"Popular From"" following closely and 
slavishly tlie Sldiuisi line; there nus 
not hi holr's bread 11 l of ilifferenec be¬ 
tween Ihc ill uni it the war broke out, 
ond who! happened then was mil tlmf 
ihc L.B.C. el i a age'll, bat (lie C.P- 
elumgeil. Siraehey'r, hook Betrayal of 
fke Luff by it* very title is ail indication 
time t hey fell the C-F. had run away 
from their joml beliefs. 

However, Ihc I..H.C. Inn I a very liuuJ 
run ini the nvinr crpunJiul UlC prfl-FsMjisI 
rLuonls of (lie Tories. Tlivy never went 
■pill l so far an tu suggesl mif Millie*'* 


might actually be s^ies because of tbeir 
past, hut they went pretty near sug¬ 
gesting they might he potential 
Quislings- Probably quite correctly, 
but they had their innings—Lord 
ficaverbruok hit back at La ski by 
making him the Bogeyman of 1^5 and 
lias adw hit back at Strachcy (GoLlancz 
it presumably next) — and how ■ 
they blame the Tories if they try the 
same thing on nun thot pro-Stalinism 
is Lo be the enemy? 

Would it not he more iu keeping with 
decency for the Ministers tu admit an 
lum'est truth they knew- very well: 
iiaiuely that iu spile of Sir Hartley 
Shaw cross's blather nt the Fuehs trial, 
it %% not true that a Communist mo*t 
necessarily be a spy- 

Pcrhaps some people may be led by 
their eonvietion* to supporting the op¬ 
posing side in a war, a* did some of the 
fascists. Bul »t know that the majority 
of ex-Fnseivts and ex-proFuseist did m 
fuel change their views, or at least their 
ride, us did ihe ex-CamiuuuJsls and cx- 
prn-C ommunist s, as Mr. Stracbey 
knows very well- Why, then, hound 
so many people from the.r jobs. *■ hajj 
already hapijeued. and—ns »|U |irob- 
nbly happen ^^uLd their he another 
—impose another form of IfiK that 
will this time take in the Staluusts, (and 
with I hem not the top-ranking lenders 
who will naturally repent m good tunc 
bul the people who have not lung really 
to Jo with Stalinism uud have onJ> co¬ 
operated with them beenase of a woolly 
desire to do somelhing io help their 

lde w/aee.l no speak (m™ oxpedkney, 
Thu dumbest secret poheemau .n H lute- 

ball kiitpo > Hjur record of oppHJS.tlOO to 

Bl.fim.rn, Bat il th^e are 

who feel uneo.nfortable at lie u..- 

warranted and impertme.it digging up 
of the pa hi. lei them nol eoatmue a ad 
iBteuufy a drive -g«n.t the muddly, 
vague, ainnfH.rmed but n^fiuii very well- 
iatc.ilianed amorphoas mass that Passes 
off as the ‘"Left”. They have one 
advantage over the Americans— the y 
have come ihrongh I be mill "icmselvex 
and know very well that the Lorn- 
mini is! V cHJidd nol stop n TmC-iIuc party 
frHim the unarmed Piui.eert gnjjng tu the 
froui if they renlly wuntc-d tu do so. 
is ul>I re nil j neccssory IO he quiU ^ 
liy sti jieiJl os some would liuve- 
jjtulin n Oil. very anon his police O'u“ ^ 
iiiij llml mII Oiir |iresunt C.P.-itcS w*" 

■ Corel wpics of VV r all hi reef all aloUg- 


fflllow.d, agreement wai 
lief that any political g 
likely to anegurage wt 
thn control of industry. 
On March 12th. 
London Anarchist Gfui 

mobon that 'AboJiiL 

Abolishiag Govornmant", 
by Sybil Morrison pf 
Union, Tuny Gibton 
a* the rod of war, 
tinlitar itructor* of 
during war, when 

it committed erfj 

by iti. individuaj 
actions of a "rjvl] 
the tmam for ma 
to hii r.jigicms, and 
that the mtulcaLSeft, 
and unselflihneu 
for the powerful, 

Sybil Mcrritofl 
aboliyliing Gowmi 
W ar. Ska felt Ihfjjj 
jufflcient nombw 
war, tho * Gov .mini 
abandon it Ska it 
be pennadod not 
appealing to hii 
inilinotl. 

The ditcutrion ii 
with Tony Gibtun'i, 
the flaws in th. op poll 


ir Out an 

THE MUI 
DOSS 

TN East Lundori ihe i 
Poplar Casual 


J 


turned into a Fire 
brake out and Las j 
Faring the cobbled 
of little cells, cadi ai> 
The wjntfows were ( 
at the bnrtom of 
false sill of stceJ 
wax several inchet j 
window-xiU of brick. | 
perforated by iwa j 
about the size of j 
Y r ou may woj 
of these curiouRj 
nfrer Lhe down 

night's kip in _ 

they were Jacked d 
heap of eraniu to 
small enough to l 
holes into the ] 
had emptied i 
to move on to i 
Common LimIl 
else they could get i 
vigilance of the 1 
Poplar Casual Wai 
rot built in the age i 
put up in the present c 
the illicit and piirp 
instincts uf the bene 
pulling it down. 
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